SUN YAT SEN AND THE CHINESE REPUBLIC

In Choy Hung the village supplied five police-
men to assist the tippao in keeping order. They
were paid by the village elders on a sort of village
communal agreement, their pay being in kind,
from grain, or in a certain percentage of the crops
per mow.

In some of the larger towns the office of tippao
is lucrative, but in Choy Hung the office was of so
much bother and of so little profit that no one
wanted it. Hence, recourse had to be made to the
drawing of lots at the village temple to ascertain
whom the gods made the unlucky man.

The tippao of Choy Hung, as guardian with his
five policemen of the whole hamlet, had a full-sized
job on his hands, for he had to guarantee every
villager that he would protect his house and build-
ings from fire and his fields from being robbed
and pilfered. He, therefore, constituted a sort of
insurance company, the small reward given him
for such service being an insurance premium.
And generally he made a good insurance company,
since the only way he could get a reward and avoid
loss was the taking care of the homes and crops
of his subscribers.

I doubt if Wen could have found a more aus-
picious and indulgent place for his first attempts
at reform than in the little town of Blue Valley,
which, having no official standing, had no connec-
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